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SEO for beginners

What you'll learn in this guide

How Google and Al answers find pages
Your first 20 keywords, free
Fix one page in 15 minutes

Set up Search Console and Bing
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®
What SEO is, and
®
|

iIsnt
Free results you earn, not ads you pay for

SEO: free results, slower to start, lasts

Ads: paid per click, stop when you stop paying

Four parts: on-page, technical, off-page, local
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The four parts of SEO

Every task in SEO falls into one of these.
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On-page @ Technical
Your words, titles, headings Can search engines crawl
and links and store it?
Chapter 7 - Guide 2 Chapter 8 - Guide 3
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e Off-page

Links and mentions on
other sites

Guide 2

Local

Showing up on the
map near you

Chapter 9- Guide 2
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How Google
works

Crawl, index, serve

Googlebot follows links and sitemaps
The index: pages Google has stored

Serving: the best few for each search
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How Google works

Like a library: collect the books, catalogue them, hand the reader the best three.
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Crawl

Googlebot follows links

INDEX

billions of pages

Index
every page read and stored
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The results page
in 2026

Ads, local pack, Al Overview, organic

Clicks fall fast below the top three
Even more when an Al answer shows

Many searches end with no click
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What you see on a results page

A search for "dentist in Delhi", with each part labelled. Clinic names are made up.

Q dentistin Delhi

People also ask

Smile Care Clinic Call
4.8-Open now
Bright Teeth Dental Call
4.8-Open now
City Dental Studio Call
4.8-Open now

Ads
Paid. Marked “Sponsored”

Al Overview
Al answer with source links

o Local pack
Map with three businesses

People also ask
Questions that open up

Organic results
Free. Earned with SEOQ
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Six eras of SEO

Each era closed a shortcut

Meta keywords, then links, then quality
Mobile and machine learning

Now: Al answers

SEO for beginners - digitaltreed.com

Thirty-six years of search, in six eras

Each era closed a shortcut that used to work.

1990-97
@®

20M-14 2020-23
Directories Quality crackdown Helpful content
Archie, Yahoo!, AltaVista; Panda (content), Penguin Core Web Vitals,
meta keywords (links) E-E-A-T

201519

2024-26
Links as votes

Mobile and machines Al answers
PageRank; Florida update; Mobile-friendly, RankBrain, BERT Al Overviews, Al
nofollow Mode, ChatGPT searc h

Dates: Google Search Central, Wikipedia timeline - digitaltreed.com
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Secdrch and Al
engines

Who feeds whom

Google: about 97% of search traffic in India
Bing feeds Yahoo, DuckDuckGo, Copilot

Al answers search an index first
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Who feeds whom

Many search tools are built on two big indexes.

Bing = ,-*  Google Search
Yahoo v o Al Overviews

DuckDuckGo (most links) AlMode

Microsoft Copilot Bing's index Google’s index
its own index its own index

Set up both: Search Console
and Bing Webmaster Tools

Gemini
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Kevywords and
intent

Your customers’ words, not yours

Learn, compare, buy or book, visit
Long-tail phrases win for small sites

One page, one main topic
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The four kinds of secrch intent Visit

tional
What does the person want? Match the page to it. i
the clinic's own name
Buy or book

transactional

Best page:
home page and Business Profile

“book dentist appointment Delhi”
Compare

commercial

Best page:
abooking page

“best dentist in Lajpat Nagar”
Learn

informational

Best page:
aservice page with reviews

"teeth whitening side effects”

Best page:
an article or guide

Example: a dental clinic in Delhi - digitaltreed.com
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On-page basics

Anatomy of a page

Main phrase early in the title
A description that earns the click

Headings, short URL, alt text, links
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shows as the blue link in Google

“Kaju katli pieces with silver leaf”

Anatomy of a page

The on-page parts Google reads, on one sweet shop page.

KajuXatl inKai'jur I Sh... yourshop.in/sweets/kaju-katli L LT P I URL

short words, hyphens

..--&aju Katli, Made Fresh Every Morning

How we make it [ TR H2 subheadings
parts areader can scan
Prices and box sizes
Alsotryour besanladoo and Diwaligift boxes L}

------ Internal links
clear words, not “click here”

Example page; shop name made up - digitaltreed.com
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Your site setup, in order

Setup in an
cafternoon

Before chasing rankings

robots.txt Search Console Check

nothing important blocked verify, submit sitemap runthe free audit

@
v 2® (1] - |
HTTPS, robots.txt, sitemap 6 @ 6

HTTPS Sitemap Bing

Sea rch Console’ then Bl ng padiackonavery pags aili ot your pages import from Search Console

Check with the free tools

SEO for beginners - digitaltreed.com



10/M

Myths vs facts

What Google actually says

No keywords meta tag needed
No preferred word count
Duplicate content isn’t spam

No lims.txt needed for Al answers
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Your SEO learning path
W h qt to I e q rn Five free guides, from first steps to Al search. e cuiges

GEO

o Guide & getting cited by Al answers
n ext SEO as a career

e Guide 3 jobs, income, freelancing

Advanced SEO

Five free guides © o s, mgrions
Intermediate SEO
1 Guide1 keywords, content, links
SEO for beginners
Guide 2: Intermediate SEO o
Guide 3: Advanced SEO o

Guide 4: Career - Guide 5: GEO dgatrsed com
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